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Calls by SA government for polls after reforms 

justified 

Zimbabwe’s southern neighbour, South 

Africa, has backed the position of Civil 

Society organisations that the country 

should hold an election after the new 

constitution is in place and critical re-

forms are carried out. South Africa, 

which is the mediator in the negotia-

tions between ZANU PF and the two 

MDC formations, also said it expects no 

deviations from the provisions of the 

Global Political Agreement (GPA).  

This comes after President Mugabe 

shamelessly told state media on the eve 

of his 88th birthday last month that he 

would call for fresh elections this year 

with or without a new constitution. He 

said those who were calling for reforms 

were cowards and vowed to reject Ja-

cob Zuma as a mediator if he persisted 

on calling for reforms. Zuma has in the 

past reaffirmed that Zimbabwe cannot 

hold free and fair elections without nec-

essary reforms, a development which 

flies in the face of President Robert Mu-

gabe’s assertion that polls will be held 

this year. 

Commenting on the position by the 

South African government, Crisis in 

Zimbabwe Coalition Spokesperson, 

Thabani Nyoni said,  

‘As civil society and pro de-

mocracy advocates, we are 

encouraged by the state-

ments from South 

Africa as the country is 

tasked with ensuring that 

there are no bloody and con-

tested elections in Zimbabwe 

and there is successful tran-

sition to democracy. This is a 

major boost to the calls by 

civics for democratic elec-

tions and we encourage 

ZANU PF to be sincere when 

dealing with the people of 

Zimbabwe. Pro- democracy 

advocates should remain 

steadfast and demand the full 

implementation of the GPA 

and a clear election roadmap. 

Other African leaders should 

take a cue from South Africa 

and encourage the inclusive 

government to undertake 

much needed reforms ahead 

of any electoral process.’  

Mugabe recently made claims that the 

MDC formations are sabotaging the con-

stitution-making process in order to de-

lay elections. However, these claims are 

unsubstantiated given that right from 

the onset of the constitution making 

process; ZANU PF has employed its var-

ious menacing tactics to de-rail the pro-

cess including using violence and leak-

ing COPAC documents. Furthermore, 

the party has thrown false accusations 

at the three constitution drafters saying 
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they are smuggling clauses targeted at ousting the aging Mugabe; it has thus 

threatened that it will not recognise the constitution. 

ZANU PF’s failure to stomach what the people have said through the new constitu-

tion also proves that the party and all its affiliates do not serve the people as they 

purport to. Its resistance to honour the GPA and effect democratic reforms is 

meant to sustain Mugabe’s iron-fisted rule while his bootlickers fatten their pockets 

at the expense of taxpayers. 

Contrary to what ZANU PF wants people to believe, rushed elections in the absence 

of democratic reforms, will not end the country’s governance problems, which it 

blames on the coalition government. Instead, they will be manipulated in ZANU 

PF’s favour and will only bring about disputed results that will give the party exces-

sive powers to govern. Also, according to a report entitled ‘2011 General Elections 

in Zimbabwe: A Panacea to Zimbabwe’s Political and Governance Challenges’ by 

the Zimbabwe Institute, Mugabe’s continued rule is evidence of how uncertainty is 

high in his camp over what the future holds for himself and his hardliners after 

power is handed over to another leader, inside or outside his party. 

Mugabe’s clamouring for early polls is clearly for his own benefit as he fights to 

beat his advanced age and reported ill health. He has gathered all the support he 

can from the army, police and intelligence services, which have now descended on 

the media, NGOs and on voters intimidating them into supporting the octogenarian 

leader. He continues to fight a lone battle in a desperate move to outmanoeuvre 

his challengers while he is still able. 
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 Freedom of expression, a fundamental right 

The Mugabe regime has, over the past 

32 years enacted harsh, colonial style 

laws  which  infringe  on  Zimbabweans’ 

fundamental  freedoms  including  the 

freedom of expression. 

 

Section 33(2) a (ii) of the Criminal Law 

(Codification and Reform) Act Chapter 

9.23 stipulates that it is a Criminal of-

fence to insult or mock the President. 

The law, which has been used to incar-

cerate a number of people, is ambigu-

ous in that it does not define clearly 

what constitutes an insult or mockery of 

the President. 

 

Recently in Mutare, a man got arrested 

for questioning the ability of President 

Robert Mugabe to blow balloons for his 

88th  birthday  celebrations.  Zimbabwe 

Lawyers for Human Rights (ZLHR) law-

yer, Kennedy Masiye speaking to The 

Crisis Report argued that this notorious 

law infringes the right to freedom of ex-

pression for all citizens and stated that, 

“public figures should be subject to all 

forms of criticism in a democracy”. 

 

The  Zimbabwean  law  has  become  a 

channel  through which  dictatorship  is 

perpetuated  and  should  be  reformed 

ahead of any electoral process. Presi-
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dent Mugabe remains immune to judi-

cial action yet he has, on countless oc-

casions hailed insults at members of 

the pro- democracy movement during 

his rallies while law enforcers continu-

ously turn a blind eye. President Mu-

gabe should allow citizens to freely ex-

press themselves and to criticize him 

and other public officials. He should be 

open to public scrutiny instead of ar-

resting every Zimbabwean who speaks 

negatively of him. 

 

Moreover,  Parliament,  which  began 

sitting  in  February  2012,  should 

amend the Public Order and Security 

Act  (POSA) which also restricts  the 

right  of  citizens  to  express  them-

selves. The law empowers police to ar-

rest any gathering of two or more peo-

ple without a clearance and it contin-

ues to be used by the ZANU PF con-

trolled  police  force  to  disrupt  any 

meetings convened by civil society or-

ganizations and non-ZANU-PF support-

ers.  Last year Parliament’s time was 

wasted debating a bill to amend POSA 

for months in the House of Assembly 

until  it  reached  the  Senate  raising 

people’s hopes of change in the notori-

ous law, only to declare it “smuggled” 

and “unprocedural”. Such is insult to 
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public intelligence and makes POSA an anathema to human rights, democracy, 

and freedom of expression. 

 

Civil society organizations have declared 2012 a year for critical reforms which 

should create a conducive environment for the holding of free and fair elections in 

the country. The much anticipated Constitution should guarantee the freedom of 

and after expression. Laws which hinder the free expression of views by citizens 

are a negation of fundamental freedoms and an eye sore in the country’s political 

landscape.  
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MDC activists’ bail hearing postponed again 

The bail hearing for the 26 Movement for Democratic Change (MDC- T) activists 

was today postponed again as the state prosecutor was reported to be unavailable 
till tomorrow 8 March 2012. The postponement becomes the 2nd in one week after 

the matter was first postponed yesterday. 

According to the Defence, the matter was postponed after the State prosecutor; 

Edmore Nyazamba failed to turn up for the hearing as he was attending the bail 
hearing for the MDC Youth Assembly Chairperson, Solomon Madzore at the Su-

preme Court. The 26 were taken back into custody on the 1st of March after being 
indicted for trial which starts on the 12th of March 2012.Nyazamba had yesterday 

promised to send another prosecutor to stand for him in the High Court as he at-
tends to the Supreme Court matter. The hope is that this is not another ploy to 

unjustifiably postpone the matter as happened today. 

Among those in custody are, Zimrights National Programs Coordinator, Cynthia 

Manjoro, MDC National Executive member, Last Maengahama, councilor for Glen 
View Ward 32, Glen View, Tungamirai Madzokere and Oddrey Chimombe, the 

councilor for Budiriro Ward 33.  

Meanwhile, efforts are underway to obtain a written judgment on Paul Nganeropa’s 
bail application to enable an application for leave to appeal to be filed on his be-

half. Nganeropa was arrested early this year in connection with the same case. 

It is fast becoming beyond dispute that credibility in Zimbabwe’s courts to admin-

ister justice is almost shaken. The Coalition insists that the is need to constitute  

judicial reforms in order to realize simple procedure codes without complexities 

and to eradicate time consuming practices of long, lengthy and prolonged court 

hearings and trials.  
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